
THE ROTARY FOUNDATION EXPLAINED 

In 1917, the Rotary Convention was held in Atlanta, Georgia.  The President, Arch Klumph, suggested 

that Rotary should have an endowment fund, “For the Purpose of Doing Good in the World”.  The 

following year, the convention was held in Kansas City and it was agreed that an endowment fund 

would be set up and any surplus after paying the expenses of the convention would be donated to 

the Fund.  The surplus was $26.50, which was the first donation to what was to become the Rotary 

Foundation. 

Donations trickled in and the Fund grew, so in 1928 the title The Rotary Foundation (TRF) was 

adopted.  In 1929 TRF made its first donation, $500 to the International Association for Crippled 

Children, but after that TRF appears to have been dormant. 

In 1947, Paul Harris, the founder of Rotary died and he had requested that any donations in his 

memory should be made to the Rotary Foundation.  In the 12 months following Paul Harris’ death 

over one million dollars was donated to TRF.  The Trustees decided that in memory of Paul Harris 

they would start a programme of scholarships to enable students to study at an overseas university 

for one year.  As this was just 3 years after the end of World War Two, they were originally called 

Ambassadors of Peace and Goodwill, which soon became shortened to Ambassadorial Scholarships.  

Over the years this programme grew to be the largest privately funded scholarship programme in 

the world with about 1200 scholarships being awarded annually. 

In 1965 Group Study Exchange was started to enable groups of young adults to spend time in a 

foreign country, staying in Rotarians homes and learning about the country’s history and customs. 

In 1966 the Matching Grant Programme was started to support clubs that carried out international 

humanitarian projects. 

In 1978 the 3H programme was introduced to support large humanitarian projects, the first of which 

was to immunise 6 million children in the Philippines against polio. 

In 1985 the Polio Eradication Programme was launched with the aim of eradicating polio. 

In 1987-88 the Peace Programme was launched. 

In 2002 District Simplified Grants were introduced to enable clubs to carry out small projects in their 

own communities. 

In 2013 the grants structure of TRF was changed so that now there are District Grants and Global 

Grants with Packaged Grants being available for low income countries. 

More information about the programmes of the Rotary Foundation can be found on the RI website: 

www.rotary.org 

 

 

 



GLOSSARY OF TERMS USED AT ROTARY FOUNDATION MEETINGS 

AF  Annual  Fund,  Previously known as the Annual Programmes Fund - APF 

ARRFC  Assistant Regional Rotary Foundation Co-ordinator 

AS  Ambassadorial Scholar, now known as Rotary Scholars. 

DDF  District Designated Fund 

DG  District Governor 

DG  District Grant, formerly known as District Simplified Grant - DSG 

DGSC  District Grants Sub-committee Chair 

DRFCC  District Rotary Foundation Committee Chair 

DSG  District Simplified Grant now known as District Grant – DG 

EF  Endowment Fund, formerly known as the Permanent Fund. 

EPN  End Polio Now 

EREY  Every Rotarian Every Year 

FV  Future Vision, also known as the New Grants Model 

GG  Global Grant, has replaced Matching Grants - MG 

GPEI  Global Polio Eradication Initiative 

GSE  Group Study Exchange replaced by Vocational Training Teams  VTT 

LW  Link Weekend 

MD  Major Donor 

MG  Matching Grant now replaced by Global Grant 

NGM  New Grants Model,  formerly known as Future Vision 

NID  National Immunisation Day 

PF  Permanent Fund now known as the Endowment Fund - EF 

PHF  Paul Harris Fellowship 

RI  Rotary International 

RIBI  Rotary International in Britain and Ireland 

RRFC  Regional Rotary Foundation Co-ordinator 



TFL  Thanks for Life 

TRF  The Rotary Foundation  

VTT  Vocational Training Team 

WF  World Fund 

 

EXPLANATION OF TERMS. 

AF      ANNUAL FUND, previously known as the Annual Programmes Fund 

This is one of the Funds within TRF.  Rotary Clubs, Districts and individual Rotarians are asked to 

make annual contributions to this Fund.  Every penny donated to the AF is used in Educational or 

Humanitarian Programmes.   See also District Designated Fund and World Fund 

ARRFC  ASSISTANT REGIONAL ROTARY FOUNDATION CO-ORDINATOR 

Each Regional Rotary Foundation Co-ordinator has  a number of Assistants, each of these has 

responsibility for 4 or 5 Districts and acts as a two way link between the RRFC and the Districts. 

AS  AMBASSADORIAL SCHOLARS 

TRF awards scholarships for students to study for 1 year at an overseas university; during that year 

they are expected to attend local Rotary Clubs and District events.  This Programme ended on 30th 

June 2013, when the New Grants Model came into being world wide.  Scholars are now known as 

Rotary Scholars. 

DDF  DISTRICT DESGNATED FUND 

The Annual  Fund,  AF,  is divided into 2 halves, one half goes into the World Fund and the other goes 

into the District Designated Fund.  Money in the DDF can be used to fund Rotary Scholars, District  

Grants and Global Grants.  DDF can also be donated to other TRF Programmes, e.g. the Peace 

Programme and Polio Eradication. 

DGSC  DISTRICT GRANTS SUB-COMMITTEE CHAIR 

Chair of the District Grants Sub-committee, which oversees all grant applications made by each 

District.  The District Grants Sub-committee advises Clubs on the grants that are available and  

guides them through  the application process. 

DRFC  DISTRICT ROTARY FOUNDATION CHAIR. 

Chair of the District Foundation Committee.  The DRFC is responsible for all Foundation matters in 

his or her District.   

 

 



DG        DISTRICT GRANT formerly DISTRICT SIMPLIFIED GRANT DSG 

Money is available from the DDF for small projects that are undertaken by Clubs.  Projects can be 

local or international, but the recipients must be “underprivileged, underserved or vulnerable” and 

at least 5 people should benefit from each grant.  There must be active participation by Rotarians. 

Districts can lay down additional conditions.   

EF  ENDOWMENT FUND. 

This is a TRF fund whereby the capital is invested to provide growth and income.  The income 

generated is used to fund TRF Programmes, but the capital is never used.  Formerly known as the 

Permanent  Fund. 

EPN  END POLIO NOW 

The logo used in RIBI to publicise the Polio Eradication Programme.  This has been displayed on the 

Houses of Parliament and other well known buildings. 

EREY  EVERY ROTARIAN EVERY YEAR. 

To encourage every Rotarian to contribute to the APF.   Rotarians who contribute  $100 per year are 

known as Sustaining Members. 

FV  FUTURE VISION,  also known as the New Grants Model NGM 

This is TRF’s new grants structure which was introduced worldwide on 1st July 2013 and replaces 

many of the existing Programmes and Grants.  A 3 year pilot started on 1st July 2010 involving 100 

Districts, 4 Districts in RIBI  took part in the pilot. 

GG  GLOBAL GRANT. 

Grants are available from TRF to match funds raised by  Clubs and Districts, to carry out international 

humanitarian projects.  Conditions are laid down by TRF.  The minimum project size is about £23,500 

depending on the exchange rate.  This Programme replaces Matching Grants. 

GSE  GROUP STUDY EXCHANGE 

A 2 way exchange  whereby 4 non-Rotarians accompanied by a Rotarian leader spend 4 weeks in 

another District, staying with Rotarians in their homes and visiting places of historical, geographical,  

cultural and vocational interest.  This  ended on 30th June 2013. 

LW  LINK WEEKEND 

A weekend seminar to welcome the incoming Ambassadorial Scholars.   It is held in late September 

and is organised by Districts throughout RIBI.  The scholars stay with Rotarians in their homes and 

have 2 days of social events,  information about Rotary and guidance on their stay in RIBI. 

MD  Major Donor 

A Rotarian or Non-Rotarian who has contributed $10,000 to TRF, either as one lump sum or a 

number of smaller donations.   



MG  MATCHING GRANT 

A grants that was available from TRF to match funds raised by  Clubs and Districts to carry out 

international humanitarian projects.  Conditions were laid down by TRF.  The minimum project size 

was about £7,500 depending on the exchange rate.  This Programme  ended on 30th June 2013 and 

was replaced by Global Grants, 

NID  NATIONAL IMMUNISATION DAY 

A day on which mass immunisation of children under 5 takes place.  It may cover a city, a state or 

even a country.   Many Rotarians volunteer to take part in NID’s, at their own expense.  The largest 

number of children immunised in one day was 127 million in India in 1997. 

NGM  New Grants Model  formerly known as the Future Vision 

  See Future Vision above 

PF  PERMANENT FUND 

This is a TRF fund whereby the capital is invested to provide growth and income.  The income 

generated is used to fund TRF Programmes, but the capital is never used.  Now known as the 

Endowment Fund. 

PHF  PAUL HARRIS FELLOWSHIP 

Started in memory of Paul Harris, the Founder of Rotary.  It indicates a donation of  $1,000 to TRF.  

In RIBI it is very often used by Clubs as an award to mark the contribution made by an individual to 

Rotary ideals.  

RI  ROTARY INTERNATIONAL 

The governing body of Rotary.  Based in Evanston, a suburb of Chicago USA. 

RFUK  Rotary Foundation of the United Kingdom 

This is a charity, based in UK, to receive donations from Rotarians who pay UK taxes.  RFUK can claim 

Gift Aid on these donations.  The money is then passed on to TRF.   

RIBI  ROTARY INTERNATIONAL IN BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 

Set up in 1914 to administer Rotary in England, Wales, Ireland and Scotland during the 1st world war.  

It has continued ever since.  It is based in Alcester in Warwickshire. 

RRFC  ROTARY REGIONAL FOUNDATION CO-ORDINATOR 

The person responsible for dealing with Foundation matters in each zone.  There are 2 Zones in RIBI.  

They are assisted by ARRFC’s. 

TFL  THANKS FOR LIFE 

The logo adopted to publicise a fund raising initiative in 2009-10 



TRF  THE ROTARY FOUNDATION 

The full title is “The Rotary Foundation of Rotary International”.  This is Rotary’s own Charity.  And is 

supported by Clubs, Districts and  individuals, both Rotarian and non-Rotarian.  It is based in Chicago 

USA and is governed by a Board of Trustees.  It has many Programmes which support Educational 

and Humanitarian Projects. 

VTT  VOCATIONAL TRAINING TEAMS. 

Under the Future Vision, these will consist of single vocation groups which will be funded by TRF to 

travel to underdeveloped countries to train people in modern methods and techniques. 

WF  WORLD FUND 

Half of the donations to the Annual Programmes Fund go into the World Fund.  This fund pays for 

GSE, Peace Scholarships, Polio Eradication and Matching Grants. 

 

 

OTHER COMMON TERMS. 

GLOBAL GRANT 

In the Future Vision,   Global Grants can be used to support international  projects, which may be 

humanitarian or educational.  Global Grants have the advantage of attracting matched funding from 

the World Fund.  Global Grants will only support projects that fall into the 6 Areas of Focus laid down 

by TRF, which are: 

1. Peace Studies and Conflict Resolution 

2. Disease prevention and treatment 

3. Child and maternal health 

4. Water and sanitation 

5. Literacy 

6. Community development 

Global Grants must also be Sustainable, so that benefits should continue after the Grant Funds have 

been spent and Rotarian involvement has ceased. 

DISTRICT GRANT 

These are similar to District Simplified Grants,  they are administered at District level and Districts 

can select their own eligibility criteria. District Grants can be used to fund Educational and 

Humanitarian Projects, locally and internationally. District Grants do not attract matched funding 

from the World Fund. 

 

 



PEACE PROGRAMME 

This is a TRF Programme whereby scholarships are awarded for suitable applicants to study for post 

graduate degrees in Peace Studies and Conflict Resolution at 6 universities throughout the world.  60 

scholarships are awarded annually and they are funded from the World Fund.  One of the courses is 

held at the University of Bradford. 

POLIO ERADICATION 

A TRF Programme started in 1984 to eradicate polio by immunising all children under 5 worldwide.  

In 1984 there were 350,00 cases of polio, in 2011 there were less than 1,000.  This Programme is in 

conjunction with Governments and Organisations. 

THE GATES CHALLENGE 

A challenge from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundations to Rotary to raise $200 million in 3 years to 

fund the Polio Eradication Programme.  This was achieved in January 2012, 5 months ahead of time.  

As a result, The Gates Foundation has donated an additional $50 million to the Programme. 

 

Mansel Thomas 

November 2013. 

 


